
I.

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
POLLUTION REPORT

us EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5
HEADING

Date: July 23, 1996 545234

Subject: Pollution Report for the OPA Removal Action at the
^SBSn^al4em-e'Hiia^i^]^^Paine svi 11 e Twp . , 

jake County, Ohio.

From: Steven Renninger, OSC, Region V EERB, Westlake,
OH................................................................................... ■ (EPA-LAN)

To: E. Watkins, USEPA, OSWER, Wash.DC......................... (EPA-LAN)
R. Karl, USEPA, Chief ERB, Chicago, IL....................(EPA-LAN)
J. El-Zein, USEPA, Chief, RS-1............................... ’.(EPA-LAN)
C. Liszewski, ORC, C-29, Chicago, IL........................ (EPA-LAN)
B. Carr, USEPA, SPCC Coord., Chicago, IL............ -..(EPA-LAN)
A. Harris, DOJ, Cleveland, OH................. . . . (fax2165224982)
S. Palustre, USCG, MLCA, Norfolk, VA......... (fax8046284134)
Cmdr. Reeves, USCG, MPES, 9th District(fax2165222738)
D. O'Neill, Ohio EPA, DERR, Twinsburg, OH(fax2164870769) 
R. Beals, Ohio EPA, NEDO, Twinsburg, OH..(fax2164870769) 
L. Thompson,Chief, Painesville Twp FD, OH(fax2163528169)
D. LeClair, DOI, FWS, Sandusky, Oh............. (fax4199290250)
W. Hudson, ODNR, NE Lakeshore Preserves..(fax2165639344) 
Duty Officer, NRC, Washington DC................................. (By Fax)

II. BACKGROUND:

Site No:
BOA Contract No: 
Response Authority: 
State Notification: 
Start Date: 
Completion Date:

FPN#096026
DTCG8491A90007
OPA
OEPA
06/28/96
07/23/96

III. SITE INFORMATION:

A. Incident Category

OPA Incident Category: Waste Oil/Brine Facility



B. Site Description

1. Site Location: The Nacelle Land Management Corporation
(NLMC) site is located at 675 Lakeshore Boulevard, 
Painesville Township, Lake County, Ohio. Nacelle 
maintains a 12-million gallon surface impoundment, brine 
injection well and storage tanks and containers.
Nacelle was incorporated in Ohio in 1979 and accepted 
oil and brine from oil field producers. The site is 
located in a rural area and is situated on two adjacent 
parcels of land in close proximity to the Mentor Marsh.

Previous investigations by state and local officials 
have documented oil releases from the surface 
impoundment to the unnamed tributary to Mentor Marsh and 
to Mentor Marsh itself. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has documented up to 60 Canada geese killed due 
to oil from the surface impoundment at the facility. As 
of June 1996, U.S. EPA estimated that the surface 
impoundment contained 200,000 gallons of surface oil;
10.000. 000 gallons of brine and water; and 2,840,000 
gallons of oil sludge. The most recent spill event from 
the surface impoundment occurred on June 18 and 26,
1996.. resulting in the release of an estimated 50,000 
gallons of oil and brine to the unnamed tributary and 
Mentor Marsh.

The facility also has 8 aboveground oil storage tanks 
with a total capacity of 148,000 gallons. This includes 
4 former propane storage tanks (each with a 30,000 
gallon capacity), two deteriorated road tankers and one 
aboveground storage tank adjacent to the surface 
impoundment. In June 1996, a total of 35,000 gallons of 
oil from the impoundment was stored in the aboveground 
storage tanks. The facility does not have a written 
Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan (SPCC) 
for these tanks as required under 40 C.F.R Part 112 and 
as documented by a U.S.EPA inspection conducted on June 
19, 1996.

2. Description of Threat: The 12 million gallon waste 
oil/brine impoundment was documented by the Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) on June 10, 1996, 
to have 2 inches of free board at the surface. Heavy 
rains during the last weeks continue to reduce the free



board and contribute to the threat of a release into the 
unnamed tributary and the Mentor Marsh. On June 18 and 
26, 1996 OSC Renninger and Painesville Township Fire 
Department (PTFD) observed oil/brine releases from the 
impoundment into the unnamed tributary to the Mentor 
Marsh from a notch that was cut into the side of the 

' impoundment.

C. Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection Results/Spills

On November 18, 1995, OEPA responded to a release of oil and 
brine from the surface impoundment at the Facility. The 
OEPA OSC discovered approximately 8,000 gallons of oil and' 
brine were released into the unnamed tributary to Mentor 
Marsh. The USCG investigated the’ incident.

On May 24, 1996, U.S. EPA notified Joseph’Berick, Nacelle 
and Lake Underground of their liability for cleanup of the 
oil at the facility and requesting notification of a 
voluntary cleanup. Nacelle did not initiate the cleanup 
activities requested by the U.S. EPA.

On June 17, 1996, U.S. EPA issued Nacelle Corp. and Joseph 
Berick (President) an Administrative Order to initiate an 
oil removal action at the oil impoundment due to continuing 
threat of oil release to Mentor Marsh. Nacelle did not 
initiate a removal action within the three day deadline and 
denied site access to U.S. EPA to initiate response actions.

June 18, 1996, PTFD observed and documented the surface 
impoundment discharging oil and brine to the unnamed 
tributary to Mentor Marsh following a heavy rain. An 
estimated 50,000 gallons overflowed from the oil surface 
impoundment. PTFD also documented 3 oil contaminated geese 
adjacent to the oil impoundment.

On June 19, 1996, an SPCC inspection of the Nacelle Land 
Management facility was conducted by the U.S. EPA. U.S. EPA 
documented that the facility did not have a written SPCC 
Plan for the Nacelle facility. The June 18, 1996, oil spill 
was not reported to the National Response Center (NRC). The 
12 million gallon oil/brine impoundment was observed to be 
at capacity with visible oil on an unnamed tributary to 
Mentor Marsh.



V. COST INFORMATION

Estimate Through July 21, 1996

Budget Cost to Date Remaining

Samsel $350,000 $287,750.61 $62,249.39
START $ 40,000 $25,018.19 $14,981.81
EPA Direct $ 10,000 $ 6,719.37 $ 3,280.63

Total $400,000 $319,488.17 $80,511.83




